
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



140 DESPATCHES AND LETTERS RELATING TO [March 25, 1867. 

known. If I disbelieved the story, you know I would be the last 
to repeat it ; but I do think that substantially, although not in 
detail, it is correct. 

" John Kikk." 



4. Extracts from a Letter of De. Ejek to Sik Bodeeick Muechison, dated 
the 19th December, 1866. 

"De. Livingstone had told us, in despatches of the 18th May, 
that north of the Kovuma, beyond the confluence, the Mavite, those 
emigrant Zulus mentioned by us as seen to the north-west of Nyassa, 
and as having migrated from south of the Zambesi about forty 
years ago, were devastating the whole [country. He remained some 
time with the chief of Ngomano, at the confluence of the Niende (or 
Loende) and the Kovuma. Dr. Livingstone's predecessors on this 
route were the lamented young German, Dr. Albrecht Eoscher, 
murdered by the people between the Eovuma and the Lake, and the 
late Baron von der Decken, who was driven back and since mur- 
dered farther north. But Livingstone has always passed where 
others foiled, and he did so here. He advanced from Ngomano, 
first through level forest -land, thinly peopled, and afterwards 
through a mountainous region inhabited by the Waiao and Makua 
tribes, among whom he found good treatment, instead of treachery. 
But his party at the same time became thinner. The Bombay 
Marines collapsed, all but the Havildar, who followed his chief when 
the rest of his men returned to the coast. Some of the educated 
natives also absconded. He went on with the remaining Africans, 
the Johanna men, and the Havildar. The country he was in pos- 
sessed a cool climate, and was peopled by scattered villagers, ruled 
by chiefs of considerable power, rich in cattle. 

" He arrived on the eastern shore of Nyassa, at a place where the 
lake seems to have been narrow, and, what is more wonderful, 
shallow ; but take native tales for what they may be worth. It is 
commonly asserted by the survivors that they were taken across in 
canoes propelled chiefly by means of long bamboos, and that, em- 
barking in the morning, they had all crossed by noon. The shore 
on both sides was flat, but hills appeared to the south. I believe 
this was a little to the north of where I have placed the end of the 
lake in the map I communicated to the Eoyal Geographical Society, 
and which is published in the ' Journal,' volume xxxv. (I believe 
that this shallow water crossed by Livingstone was the river I heard 
of, which is said to come from a marsh.) 

" Livingstone's first object, we know, was to determine the northern 
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limits of Lake Nyassa. I conclude that lie had satisfied himself of 
this point at once, for had he not, most assuredly he would have 
taken canoes and followed up the water to the north. Certainly he 
would not have turned his hack upon it, and advanced beyond into 
what he well knew to be a dangerous region, to encounter or chance 
a meeting with those savages who had once before turned his 
route. 

" My impression is, he had satisfied himself that this shallow (if 
shallow it be) continuation of Nyassa did not reach far, that it was 
of no importance, and therefore probably had no current. He 
crossed it with the intention, as he told us, of pushing on to Tan- 
ganyika from Nyassa, if all went well. The desertion of some men, 
and the death or invaliding of others, had so weakened his party 
that he must have seen that a return to the Kovuma confluence 
would have closed the present expedition. He knew that his chance 
was, having got the men, to keep them marching on further from 
home and the hope of a successful flight. 

" On the west of the lake the villagers were civil, and warned 
him of the Mavite in front, with whom they were at war. These 
seem to be the same Mavite who send out marauding expeditions to 
the south of Nyassa and eastward, even to within eight days' march 
of Quiloa. Their language is still Zulu, although the blood is mixed 
by intermingling with the captive races they have subdued. From 
Mapunda, on the west side of the narrow portion of the lake, they 
marched to Marenga, two days' journey distant. Marenga was civil, 
and ferried the party over a marshy tract of mud, which they might 
have gone round by a detour. The outlying villagers warned them 
that the Mavite were out, but Dr. Livingstone heeded not what they 
said ; indeed, since leaving Ngomano he had been marching in a 
land full of fear and dread, and no doubt had come to look on the 
Mavite as few and far between, and the chance of meeting with them 
as small ; or possibly he had determined to go straight at their head- 
quarters, and thus try to reach their chief. When he had journeyed 
a day and a half from Marenga, about 9 a.m. the party was suddenly- 
attacked in plain ground, covered with grass three feet high, and 
scattered jungle of forest and bush. Just at this time they seem to 
have been in a thicket, so that the Johanna men, at a little distance 
behind, did not see Dr. Livingstone and the boys in front. Moosa, 
the head man of the Johanna party, did, and witnessed the scene 
from behind a tree. Dr. Livingstone, who had just emptied his 
gun, endeavoured to re-load, while three Mavite appeared close on 
him, and one of them cut him down with one blow of an axe, which 
pierced the neck, and caused instant death. As he sank, the head 
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dropped forward. Moosa ran off, and it is very doubtful, on bis 
own showing, whether the enemy saw him. Meeting the others, 
who had been warned by the shots, they joined, and all fled to a 
distance, where they remained concealed until evening, when, re- 
turning to seek for the loads they had cast down, and not finding 
them, they advanced cautiously, and saw the body of their leader 
where it had fallen, with but one wound in the back of the neck ; 
the upper clothes had been stripped, and everything carried off. 

" We are at the mercy of our informants, but they tell a tale such 
as I believe, for had they invented it they would have made a story 
more to their credit. Nothing has come to us, not a relic or thing 
to show, and none but Johanna men have returned ; yet I think their 
position behind, and the fact of their escaping before being seen, 
may account for this. 

" I fear the tale is true, much as I could wish to think it was 
otherwise. 

" You may imagine how I feel, being the first to communicate the 
sad news regarding my leader, whom I had known, I may say, far 
more intimately during the Zambesi expedition than any other 
member of it. On all occasions I was his companion, when there 
was rough work to do. I could never wish a better leader ; and 
now I often think what might have been the result had there been 
some one near him to use his rifle with a steady hand, and not stay 
cowering to see the murder from behind a tree, as did the head 
Johanna man ; true, he could not use his gun, and I believe had no 
ammunition. I must close, and I wish, in doing so, it were with the 
hope that all is false ; it may be so, I hope indeed it is, but confess 
it is hope against hope all the while. 

" John Kirk." 



5. Results of the Enquiry at Quiloa. 

The following Despatch from Dr. Seward and Letter from Dr. Kirk 
relate the results of their journey of enquiry to Quiloa: — 

" My Lord, " Zanzibar, 26th Jan., 1867. 

" I have the honour to inform you that, in pursuance of an inten- 
tion expressed in my last despatch concerning the asserted death of 
Dr. Livingstone, I have personally made inquiries amongst the 
traders of Keelwa and Kivingi, and have gathered information there 
which tends to throw discredit on the statement of the Johanna- 
men, who allege that they saw their leader dead. 

" The evidence of the Nyassa traders strengthens the suspicion 
that these men abandoned the traveller when he was about to 



